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Category: Blue Globe Award, Neotropics 
Name of wetland: Los Pantanos de Villa, Lima, Peru. 
 
Location: Lat: -12.2094185 Long: -76.9899559 Area: 263ha 
 

Type and key characteristics: Pantanos de Villa is a protected area located in the coastal 
desert of Peru.  Recognized as a Ramsar Site in 1997, it is a part of Lima City, being a unique 
and accessible wetland area for a city of 8 million people. 
 

Pantanos de Villa is fed by the Rímac River system, the main river of Lima City, with seasonal 
patterns of water availability.  Its lakes and ponds support great biodiversity including 30 species of 
migratory birds such as the Franklin’s gull, Elegant tern (Endangered according to IUCN), American 
oystercatcher, black-necked stilt.  There also are important resident birds such as Puna ibis, osprey, 
black-crowned night heron, snowy and blue egret, Peruvian thick-knee.  
 

Detailed justification for why the wetland won a Blue Globe award: Pantanos de Villa directly 
benefits more than 10,000 people living around the area. Indirectly, this wetland benefits all Lima 
citizens, providing a special area for recreational activities and environmental education. Pantanos 
de Villa is supported by the Municipal Authority of Pantanos de Villa, which is the organization in charge of this 

area, by the Municipality of Lima, the Peruvian Ministry for the Environment 
and the Peruvian National Service of Protected Areas. This is a clear example of 
partnerships and networking; of organisations working together and 
successfully to achieve a common goal.  
 

Quotes: “The partnership we have developed together with public 
organisations around the wetland includes companies, factories, and other 
activities that potentially threaten this wetland. This is why Pantanos de Villa 
started a process to involve the Villa’s neighbours as ‘environmental watchers’, 
reinforcing the Management Committee of Pantanos de Villa.  We promoted 
the establishment of six Task Groups inside our Management Committee.  

Every Task Group is composed of neighbours, local authorities and organizations, promoting the involvement of 
local people in the management of the wetland, increasing environmental monitoring capabilities and creating 
faster responses to illegal activities” Daniel Valle Basto, Technical Director of Pantanos de Villa Municipal 
Authority.   
 

Lessons learnt: Good governance improves the management of the protected area, especially in a fragile 
ecosystem.  To achieve this, it has been necessary to implement participatory processes, like our Management 
Committee of Pantanos de Villa.  We have also learnt that is extremely important to 
be a good listener. 
 

Future plans for the wetland: The Municipality of Lima will invest $1.5 million in a 
public project to build infrastructure for tourism in Pantanos de Villa.  This project will 
allow us to improve our facilities to offer better environmental education and 
interpretation activities for the 35,000 visitors we welcome annually. 


