
The survey suggests that, overall, wetlands are 

benefitting from local community awareness, 

conservation measures, cultural values or 

traditions, tourism and forestry.   

State of the world’s wetlands 
2017 citizen survey 

In 2017 a group of conservationists and scientists set out to uncover the state of the world’s wetlands and 

the trends in how they are changing, for better or worse. They enlisted hundreds of citizen scientists and 

armed them with a standard survey. People visited more than 540 wetlands and delivered surveys back to 

the core team. The core team then analysed the findings, to give global and continental results.  

It is no secret that wetlands are in trouble. However our survey revealed some drivers of that damage that 

are globally relevant, and more encouragingly the factors that are helping the world’s wetlands.  

Most wetlands were in a fair state; more were in a good state than poor.  

Agricultural runoff, urban or industrial pollution, 

and species introductions standout as driving 

down the quality of wetlands.  

Drivers of wetland status 
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Drivers of positive 

wetland change: 

Drivers of negative 

wetland change: 

https://twitter.com/worldwetnet
https://www.facebook.com/WorldWetlandNetwork/
worldwetland.network


State of the world’s wetlands 
2017 citizen survey 

WWN on Twitter   WWN on Facebook  WWN website 

The survey can guide policy and practice at a continental level. It analysed results according to the 

Ramsar Region of the wetland.  

State of wetlands in the survey, according to Ramsar region.  

North America had the highest percentage of wetlands reported to be in a good state at 47.2% and Africa 

the lowest percentage, 16.3%. North America reporting the lowest 10.1% and Africa reporting the highest 

38.8% of wetlands in a poor state. 

https://twitter.com/worldwetnet
https://www.facebook.com/WorldWetlandNetwork/
worldwetland.network
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The survey looked not just at the state of wetlands, but also how wetlands have been changing. More are 

deteriorating, at 36%, than are improving, at 21%. Wetlands in a good state tend to improve; those in a 

bad state tend to get worse.  

Trends in state of wetlands in the survey, according to Ramsar region.  

There are trends in how different types of people see the state of their wetlands.  

NGO participants saw more wetlands in a poor state, and local government respondents reported more 

wetlands in a good state than would be expected. Students saw more wetlands in a fair state than 

expected. When assessing the trend in wetlands, local government participants reported fewer wetlands 

as deteriorating than expected, whereas landowners reported more wetlands deteriorating and fewer not 

changing, than would be expected.  

https://twitter.com/worldwetnet
https://www.facebook.com/WorldWetlandNetwork/
worldwetland.network

