Statement from the World NGO Meeting for Biodiversity and Wetland
Conservation, October 24" 2010, Nagoya

The World Wetland Network (WWN) is a network of over 500 NGOs working for the
conservation of wetlands across the world. Our status as non-governmental organizations, often
working closely with local communities, means that we take an informed and objective view of
wetland conservation, without influence of private business or short-term political goals.

The 2010 Target for slowing the rate of biodiversity loss globally as set on the last CBD-COP9
in Bonn 2002 has been missed dramatically. It is widely recognized that protection and
restoration of all wetlands is crucial for biodiversity and human well-being on the planet. The
current CBD mechanism does not deliver concrete means of protecting biodiversity because it
does not deal with the demands of an increasing human population and current patterns of
economic development.

We urge the CBD to incorporate the following 7-points immediately in its strategic plan:

1. Recognize the importance of wetlands for water security, human well-being and
economic stability.

2. Emphasize the importance of monitoring and evaluating biodiversity, with defined
targets. This must be done both scientifically and involving indigenous and local
knowledge.

3. Commit to bringing the global biodiversity crisis to the attention of world leaders as a
priority that cannot afford to be ignored any longer if we wish to sustain the quality of
human life on Earth.

4. Arrange the commitment of financial resources for biodiversity conservation,
comparable to those sought for combating climate change, and increase the availability
of existing financial mechanisms such as the Global Environment Facility.

5. Highlight that NGOs, governments and the private sector must work together to achieve
biodiversity goals through environmental governance.

6. Recognize that projects for the ‘public good’ must not be used to justify negative impact
on biodiversity.

7. Support sustainable agriculture to maximize benefits for biodiversity, e.g. ecological
rice paddies

As an NGO world network, we declare our continuous efforts to share good practice and to be
actively involved in conservation work to achieve the ideals of CBD.

World Wetland Network
Adopted and signed this day the 24" October 2010, Nagoya, Japan
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