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Proposal to Asian Wetland Symposium 2017 from Networks

of Wetland NGOs in Korea, Japan and the World
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Ramsar Network Japan
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We, Networks of Citizens working for the conservation of wetlands in Japan, Korea and the world,

welcome that the Asian Wetland Symposium 2017 is being held in Saga City at the inner part of
the Ariake Sea.
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Ariake Sea has high bio-productivity nurturing a diverse variety of commercial fish species. It is
also an important staging ground for migratory waterbirds. Many people earn their livelihood from
goods produced by the Ariake Sea. The local community has been supported by this natural
environment. In this sense, Ariake Sea is one of the representative wetlands of international

importance in East Asia that has been implementing “Wise Use of Wetlands” that the Ramsar
Convention promotes.
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At present, however, many of its tidal flats have disappeared as a result of development projects
including Isahaya Bay Reclamation Projects. There has been serious damage from the construction
of estuary dams, port improvements, large scale gravel-digging and other activities carried out for
development projects.
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The damage to tidal flats of the Ariake Sea degraded fisheries to such an extent it was given a
name: Ariake Tumult. The decrease of fishery products gave a critical impact to the livelihoods of
those catching shellfish and fish species. National and local governments of Japan have been
implementing various surveys, research and projects to improve the environment. However, they
are all limited to local improvement of fishing spots or experiments on aquaculture methods. An
effective solution has not been achieved. A court judgement requests opening the sluice gate of
Isahaya Bay to introduce large tidal flows to recover Ariake Sea. But this request has not been
implemented for political reasons.
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This is because the Government of Japan did not understand the importance of wetlands and
neglected the “Wise Use” principle of wetland management due to political concerns. The Asian

Wetland Symposium 2017 held at Saga City facing the Ariake Sea may well share the sense of crisis
at the present situation of the Ariake Sea.
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We welcome the fact that three tidal flat sites in the Ariake Sea: Arao Higata, Hizen-Kashima Higata,
and Higashi Yoka Higata are listed as Wetlands of Internationally Importance under the Ramsar
Convention. But it is equally important to recognize that Isahaya Tidal Flat that gave us far more
diverse ecosystem services has been lost by a large-scale development action. Reconfirming the
original spirit of the Ramsar Convention “to conserve and wisely use all wetlands”, it is
indispensable to restore the tidal flat of Isahaya Bay as much as possible utilising the power of
nature, and to promote conservation of the whole Ariake Sea setting bases on the three Ramsar
Sites.
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It is a tendency not only in the Ariake Sea, but generally in Japan that many wetlands are
deteriorating. More than half of the driving force is human activities including development such
as landfill, bank improvement, dam/weir, and reclamation by double dyke. These human activities
have one thing in common, they are artificial structures that halt the flow of water. At Awase Tidal
Flat in Okinawa, Japan, the tidal flat has been degraded heavily because a newly constructed
artificial island caused stagnation of the oceanic current. In the coastal area of Henoko in Okinawa,
construction of a new US military base is underway, filling the internationally important wetland.
Construction of Ishiki Dam in Nagasaki Prefecture has been a tremendous threat to the sustainable
life of the people that continue to live there and to its productive natural environment.
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The same thing is happening in Korea. Four Rivers Project and the construction of estuary dams
have caused serious degradation of water quality destroying ecosystems of the catchment area in
many places. Tidal flats of the western coast that can be listed as 5 of the biggest tidal flats in the
world are being destroyed by development projects including Saemangeum Reclamation Project.
Hwaseong-Lake Wetland is threatened by development projects that prevent exchange of sea
water. The same wetland degradation is happening in the whole Asian Region.
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On the other hand, we can see cases where nature and ecosystem services have been returned to
good condition by restoring the flow of water. Examples include the removal of Arase Dam in Japan,
opening of the sluice gate of Sihwa Lake in Korea and others. Moreover, there are cases of local
governments investigating opportunities to open estuary dams: in Japan, Aichi Prefectural
Government is investigating that of Nagara River and in Korea, Busan Metropolitan City
Government that of Nakdong River.
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Wetland health is cIoser related to the flow of water. It is important that the Asian Wetland
Symposium 2017 considers and discusses the way artificial construction that halts the flow of
water is one of the main factors to cause destruction of wetlands.
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We cordially request that our proposal will be examined sincerely, in the strong hope that the

Asian Wetland Symposium 2017 will contribute sincerely to the conservation of each wetland in
the Asian Region including the Ariake Sea.
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