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WWN is a diverse network with many individual members and their organisations working to help wetlands. For this review of 2020 we are
looking at just the actions of the committee members specifically in the name of WWN.

Message from the Chair

As we come to the end of 2020, two challenges are at the forefront. The COVID-19 pandemic has
killed more than 1.4 million people around the globe. At the same time, the impacts of climate
change are being felt like never before.

Both these pressures are directly linked to human destruction of nature.

It is more urgent than ever that we work together across national borders to raise the alarm, help
people understand the social and economic values of healthy habitats and reverse the insatiable

economic development that is ignoring our dependence on nature and wetlands.

The World Wetland Network management committee continues to work on our members’ behalf,

promoting wetland conservation at the global level. Sincere thanks to all the committee members who continued to meet in
such a difficult year. | wish you all better times ahead.
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Louise Duff
Chair

Resolution for the IUCN World Conservation Congress

WWN'’s Asia Representative Minoru Kashiwagi successfully submitted a
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motion to IUCN World Conservation Congress.

The motion for ‘Protection of natural flows of water for the conservation of
wetlands’, calls on member states to establish legislation to protect

indigenous people, ecosystems, and local communities from risks associated with new projects that would prevent the
natural flow of water, in particular, construction projects.

Acceptance of the submission was assured as 92% of states voted in favour, and 100% of NGOs and Indigenous Peoples’
organisations. The motion was immediately put into effect as a Resolution of the Congress.

Kashiwagi-san worked with a network of colleagues including Ramsar Network Japan, and Korea Wetland NGO Network.
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World Wetlands Survey

A focus for WWN activities at Ramsar COP 13
in Dubai was a global citizen science survey on YOUR WETLAND NEEDS
the state of wetlands. The results were
presented at the COP and attracted a lot of
interest. In January 2020, the academic journal
Wetlands, run by the Society of Wetland
Scientists, published an article about the 2017
survey.

In May 2020 WWN launched the second citizen science survey of the state of the world’s wetlands, in partnership with the
Society of Wetland Scientists and consultancies Thirty Five Percent and RM Wetland & Environment. By November, the survey
had 490 submissions. In 2021, Nick Davidson and Rob Mclnnes will start analysing the data. We hope to have initial results by
May and look forward to working with our partners to present the results at Ramsar COP 14.

Youth Engaged in Wetlands

In December, Youth Engaged in Wetlands (YEW) co-hosted the first ever Youth Flyway Forum, together with the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway Partnership and sponsored by the Hanns Seidel Foundation. Over two weekends in late November and
early December, over 100 youth leaders, scientists, activists, artists, and conservationists across the East Asian-Australasian
Flyway connected and shared their knowledge through a series of intensive virtual workshops and networking activities,
making lasting connections for the conservation of migratory waterbirds and wetlands.
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Japan-Korea Wetlands Forum held in November

WWN'’s regional and sub-regional representatives for Asia, Japan and Korea once again worked with wetland activists from
Ramsar Network Japan and the Korean Wetlands NGO Network to host the annual Japan-Korea wetland forum. The purpose of
the two-day meeting was to prepare for Ramsar COP 14, CBD COP 15 and the IUCN World Conservation Congress. Due to

COVID-19 the forum was a video conference, and WWN'’s Chair Louise Duff presented a video message of solidarity.

Mucura Award

Felipe Velasco, WWN'’s Sub-regional Pfemio M ﬁcu ra 2020
* Reconocimiento Especial

Representative for Colombia and
founder of the Fundacion Montecito,
with his wife Juanita Arango, have
created the Mucura Award. The Award
recognises the action of young people
aged 7-17 involved in wetland
conservation in the Sugamuxi province
of Colombia.

In the first round, the award paid
special recognition to Juan José Sierra,

age 10, from Mongui.

Towards a Universal Declaration of the rights of wetlands

A team of scientists including some from Society of Wetland Scientists (SWS) have developed a Declaration of the Rights of
Wetlands. The Declaration advocates for the rights of all wetlands and supports the Rights of Nature movement in response to
the ongoing crises of global biodiversity loss, climate destabilization and the loss and degradation of wetlands. Acknowledging
that wetlands have inherent rights to exist and function would afford them extra protection.

WWN supports the Declaration in principle and applauds the initiative. We would like to encourage dialogue with Indigenous
and local communities. Members who wish to join a discussion on the declaration are invited to contact our secretary Connor
Walsh.

Xochimilco wetland, Mexico

In September activists in Mexico City contacted us to support their campaign to protect a Ramsar site at Xochimilco. After
investigating the issue, WWN wrote a letter to the Mayor of Mexico City registering our concern about the plans to build a
highway and bridge that will intersect with the Ramsar Site Number 1363, Sistema Lacustre Ejidos de Xochimilco y San Gregorio
Atlapulco. Our letter urged the municipal government to further engage with the Ramsar Convention and the National
Wetlands Committee, and to uphold local nature protection regulations as well as Mexico’s commitment to the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands.



