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On behalf of the World Wetland Network, I offer closing greetings to all Ramsar parties, Dr. 
Musonda Mumba and the entire hard-working Secretariat, the host countries of China and 
Switzerland, the Parties, the IOPs, and all the NGOs who are here or watching this 
ceremony from afar. 

WWN represents more than 250 NGO and civil society members across the globe. Our 
members deliver wetland stewardship, education, and awareness on the ground, through 
direct activities such as conservation, citizen science, community engagement, and others. 
At this COP we have continued to positively coordinate and engage smaller groups, a 
process WWN started at COP10 in 2008 in Changwon.  

At this COP, WWN has been busy. We directly supported the Youth Engaged in Wetlands 
delegation; co-sponsored a side event on civil society, global citizen science and the 
Wetlands Convention; ran daily coordination across smaller civil society groups not 
represented by the IOPs, and more! WWN members have been involved in Draft 
Resolutions on CEPA, youth, and other DRs relevant to our sector.  

We commend the Secretariat for supporting a hybrid event between Wuhan and Geneva. 
This level of inclusion is vital for NGO representatives who lack resources to attend in 
person, or those who are still restricted due to COVID, or who face war or disaster 
conditions that limit travel. 

Our preparation for and participation at COP14 has confirmed what WWN knows: merely 
designating a wetland of international importance does not mean that wetland is safe: 
actually implementing the Ramsar Convention makes a wetland safe. Civil society and 
NGOs are well placed to support Ramsar implementation, including by sharing participatory 
science, supporting academic collaboration, and through local community and Indigenous 
Peoples’ knowledge. Including all voices not only improves Ramsar implementation, it also 
allows for accurate and thorough national reporting and better CEPA opportunities. 

We urge the Ramsar family to recognize that smaller NGOs and civil society groups carry 
out multiple Ramsar activities, including site management, monitoring and citizen science, 
and myriad CEPA activities. We invite Contracting Parties, as we get ready to depart 
COP14, to return home with plans to work even more closely with your local NGOs to 
implement the Convention better.  

Here are just a few ideas: 

 Fully implement the Youth Resolution in your own country! The Youth involved with 
WWN have made us a stronger, more successful organization. 

 Commit to providing accessible Ramsar-related resources from both parties and the 
Secretariat. For example, country-based guidelines for assessing wetland conditions 
and areas should be in short form, easily translated, and crafted to enable people 
with a wide range of educational attainment to assess wetlands and contribute to 
national inventories.  
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 Invite NGOs to share on-the-ground experience that can help National Focal 
Points and others create, draft, and deliver resolutions that will be effective for 
humans and nature, and including NGOs as appropriate, to offer perspective and 
expertise in work over the next triennium and at COP15. 

 Work toward adopting a Rights of Wetlands approach in your own regions, to 
recognise the right for a wetland to exist, to have a place to exist, and to fully 
participate in the Web of Life. The work of many NGOs support “Rights of Wetlands” 
in ways that are increasingly being delivered through civil society engagement and 
respectful management practices.  

 Redouble our efforts to create an active and engaged CEPA program across the 
Ramsar family, with more dedicated resources within the Secretariat   

 Ensure meaningful opportunities for in-person African NGO representation in future 
COPs, which has been low despite the very high interest WWN and others 
experience online from the peoples of the African continent.  

 

In closing, thank you for including World Wetland Network and those we represent in 
COP14. We stand with contracting parties and the rest of the Ramsar family in working to 
deliver the objectives of the Ramsar Convention. We urge all of you to further integrate your 
local NGOs and civil society groups into the work of the next triennium and beyond. WWN 
is your partner in protecting wetlands, and the people and wildlife that depend on these vital 
ecosystems.  

 
 
 
 


