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WWN is a diverse network with many individual members and their organisations working to help wetlands. For this review of 2022 we are
looking at just the actions of the committee members specifically in the name of WWN.

Message from the Chair

This year we were finally able to participate in Ramsar COP14, which was delayed by a year. While | could not attend in
person, the World Wetland Network was well represented and made a big impact. The focus of our work for four years was
well acknowledged. The end of a COP year means the end of our outgoing Strategic Plan for WWN. Going into 2023 we have a
new Strategic Plan for the network, taking us up to the next Ramsar COP in 2025. | invite you to look at the plan on the WWN
website.

Jacky Juday, Chairperson, WWN

COP14

Five members of the WWN committee were present in Geneva for
Ramsar COP14. Minoru Kashiwagi and Nagai Mitsuhiro joined Chris
Rostron, Kim Diana Connolly, and Phil Straw. Youth Engaged in Wetlands
had an even larger delegation.

We supported official side-events on our key themes of the natural flow
of waterbodies, youth, participatory science and civil society. We held
daily coordination meetings, which led to an NGO statement, delivered
by Professor Kim Diana Connolly to he closing plenary of COP14.

Committee and Regional meetings

The Committee met by Zoom every month, and regional groups likewise
met though to less stringent schedules.

Communications

Bulletins: two bulletins delivered, in accordance with the Strategic Plan.

WorldWetland.Network had 8,811 views in 2022

And 28 news items across three languages

WWN on Facebook has 1,567 followers in English, 1,350 in French, and 625 in Spanish. Twitter has 949 followers.
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Letters of Support

The Committee sent letters of support for Dofiana
National Park, and the National Theatre, Lagos, and
signed a petition to the Convention on Biological
Diversity.

The State of the World’s Wetlands

The science team behind the citizen science survey - ,
on the state of the world’s wetlands held an open . : Youth Engaged in
online workshop in July to identify shared objectives ' Wetlands

and how to develop. This led to productive .
discussions. They followed up with a side-event at
Ramsar COP14 where they shared the concept and
garnered more support.

YEW

YEW focused their year on Ramsar COP14. The WWN Committee added YEW representative, Ting Wang, and YEW member
Dylan Jones. Together, with other partners as well, they hosted an inspirational side-event at Ramsar COP14.

NGO Statement to Ramsar COP14
13 November 2022

Delivered by Kim Diana Connolly, WWN Committee Member

On behalf of the World Wetland Network, | offer closing greetings to all Ramsar parties, Dr. Musonda Mumba and the entire
hard-working Secretariat, the host countries of China and Switzerland, the Parties, the IOPs, and all the NGOs who are here or
watching this ceremony from afar.

WWN represents more than 250 NGO and civil society members across the globe. Our members deliver wetland stewardship,
education, and awareness on the ground, through direct activities such as conservation, citizen science, community
engagement, and others. At this COP we have continued to positively coordinate and engage smaller groups, a process WWN
started at COP10 in 2008 in Changwon.

At this COP, WWN has been busy. We directly supported the Youth Engaged in Wetlands delegation; co-sponsored a side
event on civil society, global citizen science and the Wetlands Convention; ran daily coordination across smaller civil society
groups not represented by the IOPs, and more! WWN members have been involved in Draft Resolutions on CEPA, youth, and
other DRs relevant to our sector.

We commend the Secretariat for supporting a hybrid event between Wuhan and Geneva. This level of inclusion is vital for
NGO representatives who lack resources to attend in person, or those who are still restricted due to COVID, or who face war
or disaster conditions that limit travel.

Our preparation for and participation at COP14 has confirmed what WWN knows: merely designating a wetland of
international importance does not mean that wetland is safe: actually implementing the Ramsar Convention makes a wetland
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safe. Civil society and NGOs are well placed to support Ramsar implementation, including by sharing participatory science,
supporting academic collaboration, and through local community and Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge. Including all voices not
only improves Ramsar implementation, it also allows for accurate and thorough national reporting and better CEPA
opportunities.

We urge the Ramsar family to recognize that smaller NGOs and civil society groups carry out multiple Ramsar activities,
including site management, monitoring and citizen science, and myriad CEPA activities. We invite Contracting Parties, as we get
ready to depart COP14, to return home with plans to work even more closely with your local NGOs to implement the
Convention better.

Here are just a few ideas:

e Fully implement the Youth Resolution in your own country! The Youth involved with WWN have made us a stronger, more
successful organization.

e Commit to providing accessible Ramsar-related resources from both parties and the Secretariat. For example, country-
based guidelines for assessing wetland conditions and areas should be in short form, easily translated, and crafted to enable
people with a wide range of educational attainment to assess wetlands and contribute to national inventories.

® Invite NGOs to share on-the-ground experience that can help National Focal Points and others create, draft, and deliver
resolutions that will be effective for humans and nature, and including NGOs as appropriate, to offer perspective and expertise
in work over the next triennium and at COP15.

e Work toward adopting a Rights of Wetlands approach in your own regions, to recognise the right for a wetland to exist, to
have a place to exist, and to fully participate in the Web of Life. The work of many NGOs support “Rights of Wetlands” in ways
that are increasingly being delivered through civil society engagement and respectful management practices.

e Redouble our efforts to create an active and engaged CEPA program across the Ramsar family, with more dedicated
resources within the Secretariat.

e Ensure meaningful opportunities for in-person African NGO representation in future COPs, which has been low despite the
very high interest WWN and others experience online from the peoples of the African continent.

In closing, thank you for including World Wetland Network and those we represent in COP14. We stand with contracting
parties and the rest of the Ramsar family in working to deliver the objectives of the Ramsar Convention. We urge all of you to
further integrate your local NGOs and civil society groups into the work of the next triennium and beyond. WWN is your
partner in protecting wetlands, and the people and wildlife that depend on these vital ecosystems.




